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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In September-October 2022, RideWise Inc. partnered with the Bernardsville Police 

Department to conduct a Street Smart NJ pedestrian safety campaign, the third campaign to 

be conducted within Bernardsville. The education and enforcement elements of the campaign 

lasted from September 26 ς October 23, with pre- and post-campaign activities occurring in 

September and October. The campaign focused on one intersection known as Five Corners, 

made up of Claremont Road, Mine Mt Road, and Seney Drive. Unlike past campaigns, there 

are plans to conduct a third round of observations after a pedestrian beacon is installed at 

Five Corners in early 2023. This third round of observations are to determine if the pedestrian 

beacons impact pedestrian and driver safety. Alongside observations, RideWise distributed 

an online and paper survey in English and Spanish before and after the campaign to gauge 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƭŀǿǎΦ 

The campaign results are as follows: 

¶ The Bernardsville Police Department conducted 38 hours of community education 

related to the campaign. 

¶ Driver behavior improved after the campaign, with 91 percent of post-campaign 

drivers stopping for pedestrians in the crosswalk compared to 75 percent of pre-

campaign drivers. The number of distracted drivers also decreased from 4 percent to 

2 percent after the campaign. 

¶ Just under half of drivers drive between 21-25 mph (within the speed limit of 25 mph) 

at Five Corners: 42 percent pre-campaign, 43 percent post-campaign. 

¶ There were 52 English survey responses and 3 Spanish survey responses across both 

pre- and post-campaign surveys. The surveys revealed: 

o Observation of most unsafe driver and pedestrian behaviors decreased after 

the campaign. 

o Increased awareness of some pedestrian safety messages after the campaign, 

especially the messages, ƻŦ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪέ όƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ннп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύΣ 

ά²Ŝ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ όōȅ ул ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ά²Ŝ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎέ ŀƴŘ ά²Ŝ ǳǎŜ 

ŎǊƻǎǎǿŀƭƪǎέ όōȅ то ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘύΦ 
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o Most survey respondents use a car as their main mode of transportation, 

followed by walking. 

Overall, observed driver behavior improved after the campaign, but observed 

pedestrian behavior worsened slightly after the campaign. Improvements are planned for this 

intersection, and RideWise will observe pedestrian and driver behavior again after these 

improvements are complete. RideWise recommends that Bernardsville investigate design 

changes to improve pedestrian safety at this intersection, as well as partner with RideWise 

on future pedestrian safety educational activities, with an increased outreach effort to the 

Spanish-speaking community. 
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STREET SMART NJ OVERVIEW 

Street Smart NJ is a public awareness and behavioral change pedestrian safety campaign 

developed by the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) and funded 

through Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) resources, as well as through substantial 

local in-kind contributions.  Street Smart NJ promotes safe travel behavior through education 

and enforcement of pedestrian laws. From 2016 through 2020, 866 pedestrians were killed 

ƻƴ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ two days.1 The goals of the 

campaign are to educate drivers and pedestrians and to provide targeted enforcement to 

reduce pedestrian crashes.  The campaign focuses on the following messages: 

¶ Walk Smart 

a. We look before crossing 

b. We use crosswalks 

c. We wait for the walk 

¶ Drive Smart 

a. Heads up, phones down 

b. We stop for people 

c. We slow down for safety 

 

Street Smart NJ was piloted by the NJTPA in November 2013 across four northern and 

central New Jersey communities ς Newark, Jersey City, Hackettstown and Woodbridge ς and 

on Long Beach Island in July 2014. The campaign has since expanded to more than 235 

communities across the state. 

 

  

 
1 New Jersey State Police Crash Statistics 2020. 
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RIDEWISE & STREET SMART NJ 
 

After the success of the first five 

pilot Street Smart NJ campaigns, the 

bW¢t!Ωǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 

attention to the issue of pedestrian safety 

statewide. The NJTPA invited RideWise and 

the other Transportation Management 

Associations (TMAs) across the state to 

conduct Street Smart NJ campaigns within 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ 

2016, RideWise has conducted a total of 11 Street Smart NJ campaigns in North Plainfield, 

Somerville, Manville, Raritan, Bernardsville, Peapack-Gladstone and Franklin Township. Each 

campaign has achieved reductions in unsafe behaviors among drivers and pedestrians. 

This is the third Street Smart campaign conducted in Bernardsville, with prior 

campaigns conducted in 2018 and 2019. The first campaign focused on the center of 

Bernardsville, at the crosswalks by the train station, Fenwick Pocket Park, and Columbia Bank. 

The second campaign focused on the crosswalks further up Rt. 202, at ShopRite and Church 

Street. The Bernardsville Police Department requested this third campaign be held at the 

ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άCƛǾŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎΣέ ƛƴ anticipation of a future improvement project. There 

are plans to install a pedestrian beacon at this intersection in early 2023, and RideWise 

partnered with the Bernardsville Police to hold a Street Smart campaign to raise awareness 

for pedestrian safety before construction begins. After the project is complete, RideWise will 

return to Five Corners to conduct a third round of observations, to determine if the 

improvements succeed at improving driver and pedestrian behavior at Five Corners.  

An example of a pedestrian beacon. When 

pedestrians cross, they push a button to 

activate the beacon lights. The lights turn red, 

instructing drivers to stop as pedestrians cross 

the street. 
 

Image from Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon Guide ς 

Recommendations and Case Study 

Cover of the Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon Guide, 

FHWA Safety Program, FHWA-SA-14-014. 
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BERNARDSVILLE AND FIVE CORNERS 

The estimated population of 

Bernardsville as of 2021 is 7,808 with a total 

land area of 12.84 square miles and a 

density of 614 people per square mile. 

BernardsvilleΩǎ population is 89.7 percent 

White, 11.9 percent Hispanic or Latino, 5.1 

percent Asian, and 0 percent Black or 

African-American. Twenty-two percent of 

Bernardsville residents speak a language 

other than English at home.2 NJ Rt. 202 

travels through the center of 

Bernardsville, which is also serviced by an 

NJ TRANSIT train line (Morris-Essex Line, Gladstone Branch) and the Lakeland commuter bus 

to New York City. This Street Smart NJ campaign focused on the intersection known locally as 

άCƛǾŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎΣέ where several streets meet to create a five-way intersection: Claremont Road 

(CR-525), Mine Mt Road, and Seney Drive. 

Each of the streets approaching Five Corners are two-lane roads with speed limits of 

25 mph. The majority of this area is residential, with single-family homes on each street. The 

School of St. Elizabeth is on Seney Drive, and two churches are near the Five Corners 

ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ IŜƭǇΦ !ƭǎƻ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

are the Heritage at Claremont apartments, a bookstore, a barber shop, and an 

engineering/design firm. Further north of the intersection on Claremont Road is the 

Claremont Tavern restaurant, a board game store, and a salon. Further south on Claremont 

Road are several stores, businesses, and restaurants, eventually connecting to Rt. 202 and the 

train station. BernardsvilleΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ offer busing to students who live more than two miles 

from their school. Students who live within the two-mile radius walk to school. There is a 

crossing guard at the Five Corners intersection during school drop-off (7 am ς 9 am) and 

dismissal (2 pm ς 4 pm).  

 

 
2 US Census Bureau QuickFacts: Bernardsville, New Jersey. 

Numetric Map of Bernardsville 


